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GPMS Hosts
Winter Concert

By: Tomilola Obisesan

The band and chorus hosted their
first winter concert since the pandemic
on Thursday, January 19, 2023, in the
school’s multipurpose room. The
chorus, under the direction of Mrs.
Porter, opened the show with the
classic song “This Little Light of
Mine” followed by other classics like
“Lean on Me.” Tiffany Faison sings in
the chorus and was proud of the
performance. “It took time for us to get
better, but it was good for it being our
first in person concert,” she said. The
chorus ended their segment of the
show with “Peace I Leave With You,”
which is based on a canon by
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. The band,
under the direction of Mrs. Faust,
opened their segment with “Hot Cross
Buns” followed by Ludwig van
Beethoven’s “Ode To Joy.” Mrs. Faust
was pleased with the performance.
“The band was excellent! I think many
of them were nervous but for the first
time on stage since the pandemic, they
were amazing!” she said. The final
concert selection was “Auld Lang
Syne,” a Scottish Fold Song, and it was
performed by both the band and
chorus. Other highlights included
student keyboardist James Simmons.
Both the band and choir will host their
second concert in the spring.

Celebrate Black History Month! For
more information visit
https://www.pgparks.com/1378/Black-Hi
story

The GPMS News Team shares new year greetings.

The GPMS Dance Team prepares to perform at their Winter Concert.

Ms. Walker’s hallway banner serves as a daily reminder for students to model
P.A.R.K. expectations throughout the school year.

GPMS Quarter 2 Star Students
Keep up the great work!

Congratulations Star Students! From left to right: sixth graders: Jose
Ruiz-Ortega, Braylon Saunders, seventh graders: Parker Galler, Mayte
Ochoa-Chavez and eighth graders: Amari Davis, Skyleigh Goodwin

Art Therapy
for Students

By: Emily Sabovich

At the start of the school year, Dr.
Monica Goldson, Chief Executive
Officer of Prince George’s County
Public Schools, shared that one of the
school district’s goals this year was to
focus on mental health and as a result,
the school system launched a
telehealth therapy program for
students which gives students access
to online therapy sessions at no cost.
Another type of therapy that is
considered beneficial for pre-teens and
teens is art therapy. The benefits of art
therapy are vast, especially for those
who are going through mental health
problems. According to medical
experts, art therapy allows teens to
fully express themselves and the
struggles that they are going through if
and when verbalizing their problems is
a challenge. This form of expression
also helps reduce stress through the
calming effects that it can have over
participants. Overall, art therapy is a
highly suggested and beneficial
practice that teens are encouraged to
partake in as it can help relieve some
of the overwhelming changes and
challenges that occur in the lives of
pre-teens and teenagers.

https://www.pgparks.com/1378/Black-History
https://www.pgparks.com/1378/Black-History


AFC and NFC
Championship Games

By: Khyri Brown

The 2022-2023 football season has
been an eventful season and has almost
come to an end. The final four teams
will compete in Sunday’s playoffs.
These teams are the Kansas City
Chiefs, the Cincinnati Bengals, the
Philadelphia Eagles, and the San
Francisco 49ers. In the AFC
Championship game, the Chiefs and
Bengals will face each other to see
who goes to the Super Bowl. In the
NFC Championship game, the San
Francisco 49ers and the Philadelphia
Eagles will play against each other to
see who will go to the Super Bowl.
Many predict that the Chiefs are
headed to the Super Bowl even with
Patrick Mahomes’ injured ankle
because the Chiefs are the #1 seed, but
the Bengals are also good. According
to CBS Sports, the Eagles are favored
to win against the 49ers, but the 49ers
have also played in the Super Bowl
against the Chiefs in 2020, so many
believe they will make it again. The
Super Bowl will take place on
February 12, 2023, at the State Farm
stadium in Glendale Arizona.

Newest Tik Tok Challenge
Causes National Outrage

By: Kennedy Hicks

One of the latest Tik Tok challenges
that has been introduced to Tik Tok’s 1
billion and counting viewers: telling
your parents that one of their favorite
celebrities passed away has caused
mixed and mostly negative reactions
from online viewers as many people
are not too sure about this trend. Tik
Toker Slater Vance, who is the son of
actress and actor Angela Bassett and
Courtney B. Vance, joined in on the
trend. However, people did not like the
idea
of
this
type
of
trend.

It is believed that Vance’s parents
made him apologize for lying about the
death of his mother’s Black Panther
co-star, Michael B. Jordan; Bassett’s
other famous Black Panther co-star,
Chadwick Boseman, passed away in
2020. In Vance’s viral video, it was
apparent that his parents did not find
the challenge funny. Many others have
called the trend “out of order,” “cold¨
and ¨embarrassing.¨

Gwynn Park Middle School boys
basketball team advanced to the
semi-final game against Accokeek
Academy before ending their 7-2
basketball season.
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From left to right: Assistant Principal Ms. Dodson and students Mikella
Tsongwain and Mckenzie Wade-Rawlings help spread holiday cheer for
Holiday Spirit Week. Band student, Kabrail Stigall, Mrs. Faust and Mrs.
Porter prepare to perform at the Winter Concert.

From left to right: Malaya Moore presents her Book Club Project. Mr.
Gilmore, Professional School Counselor, leads a session with students.

New Avatar Movie
Dominates Box Office

By: Daniel Kendall

The new movie Avatar: The Way of
the Water is a highly-anticipated
sequel to the 2009 blockbuster hit of a
similar name. Directed by James
Cameron, the film promises to take
viewers on a visually stunning journey
to the world of Pandora and to
introduce them to new characters and
cultures. This long awaited sequel has
already made over $2 billion; the first
film grossed over $3 billion. Avatar is
a movie that is set in the future where
technology and humans are advanced
to the next level. The new movie has
had many fans excited after waiting
over a decade for the sequel's release
and, in my opinion, it did not
disappoint. Therefore, overall, I give
this film 5 bee stings as this film is
something to watch and enjoy and
may be talked about for years to come
due to its exciting and outrageous
technology, engaging storyline and
breathtaking visuals.

Visit mncppc.org for more information
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